
GA4Dataform: Google Ads BigQuery 
Data Transfer Webinar & Q&A

Agenda
- Quick intro
- Pros and Cons of the data transfer
- How to create the transfer (+ nuances)?
- What the tables/views look like and their nuances (data modelling)
- How does GA4Dataform Premium help?
- Q&A (preselected from registration + chat)



Who are we?

Superform Labs







Data transfer setup

1. Runs every 24 hours (fixed)
2. Refresh window: set it to 30 days (max)
3. Service account usage is now possible! (and recommended)
4. “Include PMax Campaign Tables” changes the outputs
5. You can create “custom reports” and write your own GAQL
6. Backfill available (GCLID: only 90 days, everything else: 37 months)



How to set up the BigQuery Google 
Ads Data Transfer?

(demo)



Google Ads tables/views

1. p_ads_*: table ads_*: view (what’s the diff?)
2. Stats tables: metrics + IDs
3. Match tables: IDs + readable values + status changes
4. p_ads_ClickStats_*: has the GCLIDs
5. CampaignBasicStats vs CampaignStats?
6. What the hell is a Criterion?



Custom GAQL reports
Link to docs

Caveat: you cannot 
use WHERE, ORDER 
BY, LIMIT in the 
transfer

https://developers.google.com/google-ads/api/docs/query/cookbook#gaql


Bonus exercise: check the table grain!
-- Identify which column combinations have duplicates
select
  segments_date, campaign_id, customer_id, segments_slot, 
segments_ad_network_type, segments_device,
  count(*) as row_count
from `ga4dataform-demo.google_ads_sample.p_ads_CampaignBasicStats_1234567890`
group by all
having count(*) > 1
order by row_count desc



GA4Dataform Premium: Google Ads module

1. Creates “dim” tables where 1 entity (i.e. campaign) is 1 row
2. Creates reporting tables with readable values
3. Handles potentially large tables incrementally
4. Deduplicated, incremental GCLID table ready to be joined
5. Easy conversion handling (just list them in config)
6. Copy-pasteable code to expand the use cases
7. Direct support, feature requests

https://docs.ga4dataform.com/docs/modules/google-ads/


GA4Dataform Premium: Google Ads module
(demo)

https://docs.ga4dataform.com/docs/modules/google-ads/


How to join Ads and GA4 tables with GCLID? 



with source_sessions as (
    select * from `superform_outputs_123456790.ga4_sessions` where session_date > "2026-04-10"
),
source_gclids as (
    select * from `superform_outputs_123456790.google_ads_gclids` where segments_date > 
"2026-04-10"
),
sess as (
    SELECT
        ga4.session_date as date,
        source_gclids.campaign_id,
        source_gclids.campaign_name,
        count(distinct ga4.session_id) as sessions
    FROM source_sessions as ga4
    left join source_gclids ON ga4.session_source.gclid = source_gclids.click_view_gclid
    and ga4.session_date = source_gclids.segments_date
    group by all
)

select * from sess
where campaign_id is not null
order by sessions desc



Alternative: join on campaign/adgroup/ad ID



Time for Q&A



Thank you for your attention!

ga4dataform.com

http://ga4dataform.com

